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the very idea of such an all-embracing
consciousness staggers and confounds us ;
yet perhaps a gnat might be as hard
bestead if he tried to measure the
consciousness of Pythagoras. Professor
Huxley, in a remarkable passage, has
imagined the possibility of the existence
of beings rising higher and higher in
intelligence, the consciousness ever ex-
panding, and the reaching of a stage as
much above the human as the human
is above that of the blackbeetle.1 That
is not a flight of the scientific imagination,
but a description of a fact. There is a
Being whose consciousness is present at
every point of His universe, and there-
fore can be affected from any point.
That consciousness is not only vast in
its field, but inconceivably acute, not
diminished in delicate capacity to respond
because it stretches its vast area in every
direction, but is more responsive than a
more limited consciousness, more perfect
in understanding than the more restricted.
So far from it being the case that the

1 T.   H.   Huxley.     Essays on  some   Controverted
Questions^ p. 36,